
 

You Don’t Need a Miracle  
(John 4:39-42) 

 I’ve heard it said, “If only we could work miracles today, imagine how many 

would believe and follow Christ.” However, think of the many people who actually 

saw Jesus perform miraculous works but still did not believe that He was the 

promised Messiah. Many folks use the word “miracle” to describe an unusual 

occurrence that has a positive outcome, like someone who recovers from a serious 

disease. But the thought conveyed in the opening statement of this article describes 

the type of event that defies the laws of nature (like bringing the dead back to life). 

 The truth is you don’t need a miracle to bring others to Christ, because we 

have the blessing of His written word. In John chapter 4, we have the story of the 

Samaritan woman who Jesus meets at Jacob’s well. As most Christians, I know the 

story well, but as I read it again today, I discovered an interesting end to the events 

described in John’s account. Beginning at verse 39, we see that many believed in 

Jesus because of the testimony of the woman who said, “He told me all that I ever 

did.” After meeting Jesus, the Samaritans urged Him to stay with them and He stayed 

there for two days. During His stay, John does not describe an occurrence of any 

miracles, instead he states that “many more believed because of His own word.”  

(John 4:41). So here we have the proof by Jesus Himself, you don’t need a miracle to 

make disciples. Later in John’s gospel, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 

hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into 

judgment, but has passed from death to life.” (John 5:24) We ought never sell short 

the power of God’s word because as the Hebrew writer states, “For the word of God 

is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword…” (Hebrews 4:12). No, we 

don’t need a miracle, but we do need to be skilled in the use of the sword of the Lord 

and as skilled workers we can win many disciples to Christ. 
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